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Module Aims:

1. To enable students to understand and assess basic social science research
methodologies and to achieve competence and appreciation of electronic data
retrieval.

2. Tointroduce and develop students’ appreciation of the key research traditions that
are used as a means of effective social work intervention.

3. To encourage critical assessment of research methodologies and the ideas and
values that underpin them.

4. To encourage the application of relevant social research and evaluation methods
to social work practice, with reference to anti-discriminatory practice.

5. Tointroduce and develop skills of analysis, evaluating competing evidence in the
development of a convincing argument.

6. To encourage the use of a diverse range of skills and methods in the investigation
and presentation of data and research findings.

Expected Learning Outcomes

At the end of this module, students should be able to:

Knowledge and Understanding:

1.

2.

Compare and contrast methodological concepts and research evidence.

Analyse information gathered, weighing up competing evidence and modifying their
viewpoint in light of new information.

Assess evidence from international research on the design and implementation of
effective social work intervention in an anti-discriminatory context.

Demonstrate an understanding of the different information technologies for a variety of
purposes, including professional communication, presentation of research
proposals/findings, and information searching.

Apply relevant data analysis and evaluation methods to practice, in a service user/carer
context..

Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes:

Analytical skills
Anti-discriminatory practice base
Reflective and reflexive skills
Presentation skills




Communication skills through group work and through the presentation of materials.
Written skills
Development of IT skills and contributing to ECDL requirements

Assessment: please indicate the type(s) of assessment (eg examination, oral, coursework,
project) and the weighting of each (%). Details of indicative assessment tasks must be
included.

Indicative assessments:

Assessment One

-Students will critically evaluate a selected research article in the field of social care,
Assessment Two

-Students will develop a research proposal for a small scale evaluation of an aspect of
provision in respect of their 80 day Practice leaning Opportunity (SOC 519), drawing on the
knowledge that has been acquired about methods and methodologies during the module. The
assessment will be provided in a report format

For students on the BA (Hons) Social Work:Qualified Status programme:
All elements of assessment must be passed;
Two attempts only are permitted for the assessment of this module.

Assessment | Learning Type of assessment | Weighting Duration | Word count
Outcomes (if exam) | or equivalent
to be met if appropriate

1 1,2,5 Critical review of a 60% n/a 2,000

research article
(Report)

2 1,3,4,5 Research proposal 40% n/a 1,000

using PowerPoint

Learning and Teaching Strategies: This will include interactive lectures, group work,
workshops/seminars, e-learning, the use of case studies, and the use of visiting speakers
(researchers within the Social Sciences).

Syllabus outline:

Semester One: Introduction to the module: what is social research?; introduction to
assignment one; What has social research got to do with social work/social care?; the
research process: methods and methodologies — an overview; positivism/interpretivism;
guantitative/qualitative methods; triangulation; Case study: the interview method; The
survey/questionnaire method; participant observation, use of focus groups; applying to case
studies from social work/care; Sampling strategies;

Semester Two: Evidence-based practice and the ‘research-aware’ social practitioner;
narrative methods; critical discourse analysis; action-research; case studies from social
work/saocial care practice; research ethics; how to write a research project (assignment 2).
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